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POLICY: Minimum standards of safety are utilized in departments using radiographic equipment within the
Ne-la-Shing, East Lake and Lake Lena Clinics, and Universal Precautions are to be used for all x-ray
procedures.

AUTHORITY: Indian Health Manual, Chapter 21 Diagnostic Imaging
Occupational Safety and Health Administration Standard 1910.132

POLICY DETAILS:

1. Only authorized persons shall be allowed in rooms with radiation sources.

2. Doors to x-ray rooms shall be kept closed whenever machines are energized.

3. Warning lights and interlocks shall be installed at all working door entrances to ensure against
inadvertent exposure.

4. The operator of radiographic equipment shall always be in a shielded position behind the protective
wall.

5. Ciritically ill patients shall never be left unattended in a radiographic area.

6. Ifnecessary to hold a patient during an exposure, the employee or relative shall be required to adhere to
all elements of the Holding policy.

7. Provide stepstool to assist patient onto and off the x-ray table.

8. No pregnant persons shall assist in restraining a patient during an x-ray exposure.

9. The collimator field shall never be larger than clinically necessary.

10. A pregnant x-ray technician may not be in the room during an x-ray exposure.

11. Signs shall be posted stating “attention, if you are pregnant, inform the technician.”

12. No persons occupationally exposed to radiation shall routinely hold patients during exposure.

13. Appropriate shielding shall be used on all patients to protect them from unnecessary radiation.

14. Protective apparel shall be tested for leakage annually.

15. Personnel monitoring devices shall be issued to all certified x-ray technicians. In addition, supervisor
shall closely monitor all exposure levels on a routine basis.

16. Extra equipment shall be kept to a minimum in radiographic room.

17. Equipment with mechanical or electrical defects shall be immediately reported to supervisor for
corrective action.

18. When transporting a patient in a wheelchair, employees shall lock the wheel brake or otherwise secure
the vehicle in place before loading or unloading.

19. Main switches shall be disconnected at night.

20. ALARA rules will be used by radiology staff for all exposures.

21. The floors in all areas of the x-ray department will always remain dry and clean.
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22. No food/beverage will be allowed in patient care areas.

23. Wear Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) when appropriate. A PPE kit will be readily available in the
Radiology Department, behind the entry door, in the event of a biohazard mishap.

24. Use disinfectant on surfaces on a routine basis and after contamination

25. A fluid resistant disposable cover on the imaging plates will be used when contamination due to a
wound/injury is likely.
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